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First Smoke-free Business Awards presented
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Representatives from Xtrakter Ltd accepting their smoke free business award 

The first two businesses to become smoke free in Tower Hamlets were recognised for their achievements earlier this week. Developed by the London Borough of Tower Hamlets (LBTH) environmental health commercial team and NHS Tower Hamlets, the awards are believed to be the first of their kind in the country.

 

The Lancaster Office Cleaning Company Ltd and Xtrakter Ltd received certificates representing their healthy working environments by protecting the health of their employees, customers and visitors. The prestigious awards were handed over by LBTH in a presentation attended by local media on Monday 20 April 2009.

 

Smokefree officer Cam Lieng said, “The innovative business award is a way of recognising those that have implemented effective no smoking policies including support for staff. It is also a way of publicly acknowledging those companies that operate a healthy working environment.”

 

Graham Scotchbrook, a member of the health and safety team at Xtrakter, said, “Xtrakter is committed to improving the health and well-being of its personnel. Creating a smoke free zone was a high priority for our firm, over the last two years we have worked to reduce where possible the harmful effects of tobacco consumption among our staff. We are continuously striving to find new ways to encourage and support personnel who wish to quit the habit. We are proud to be recipients of this Smoke Free Business Award.”

 

Tony Thistleton, divisional HR manager, Lancaster Officer Cleaning and Support Services Ltd said: “We are delighted to be one of the first companies in Tower Hamlets to achieve this formal recognition. We are committed to providing a safe and healthy working environment for all of our employees and support those who wish to stop using tobacco.”

 

NHS Tower Hamlets and the LBTH have been working closely together under the Tobacco Control Alliance since England went smoke free in public places on 1 July 2007. This award scheme is part of their joint work to tackle smoking issues across the borough.

 

Any other business interested in working with the team to secure the award should contact Tower Hamlets council at smokefree@towerhamlets.gov.uk. 
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Tower Hamlets Involvement Network
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